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THE GERMAN JEW
AND THE COMMERCIAL REVOLUTION
IN TERRITORIAL NEW MEXICO
1850-1900
By WILLIAM J. PARISH
(concluded)

Actually inter-faith marriages must have been very few
in number. After all, the Jews comprised less than one-half
of one per cent of the population and a much smaller proportion than this could be classifiable in the adult, male, single
stock variety. They were opposed, too, by a formidable number of Indian-Spanish and Spanish-Indian folk classifiable
as maidens and senoritas. It would be embarrassing to all
concerned if we were to assume any significant fusion of
cultures in such an imbalance of the sexes. In a listing of
forty-four marriages involving Jewish merchants, less than
thirty per cent were inter-faith and only sixteen per cent inter-cultural. Among the seventy per cent of intra-faith marriages, more than two-thirds were with native-born girls,
daughters of Jewish merchants-usually from the eastern
part of the United States. (See Table II.)
TABLE II
Birth and Marriage Summary of 44 Male Jewish Merchants
in New Mexico between 1850 and 1900
Place of
Birth

Number

Germany
France
Poland
Russia
U. S.
Unknown
Total
Percent

27
2
2
1
10
2
44
100

Spanish

4

1
5
11

Indian

Heritage of Wife
White
Jewish-born
Gentile
U.S.
Germany Unknown

1

1
2
5

13
2
1
1
4

6

5
11

22
50

7

2

1

8
18

2
5

It was not through mixed marriages that the Jew made
his significant intercultural. influence felt. It was rather
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through his penchant for seeking out business wherever it
could be found, his ability to create economic opportunities
for large numbers ofthe less fortunately situated people, and
his willingness to assume social and political leadership.
His penchant for seeking business wherever it could be
found is another way of saying that he held a minimum of
cultural inhibitions in dealing with anyone in any walk of
life with methods and terms that showed acute sympathy for
the habits and modes of life of different groups of people.
His ability to create economic opportunities for the less fortunatelysituated served to crack, at least, the cultural barriers
of conditioned minds-barriers that in the long run can never
stand immutable against the probing force of'commerce. His
willingness to assume social and political leadership was part
of his intuitive: fear of social and economic instability which
has cultivated within him over centuries a sensitive social
consciousness.
The fact that wherever there was hope for commerce in
New Mexico, there was most likely to have been a German
Jewish merchant-usually the dominant trader-certainly
holds more significance than merely that of a ubiquitous
business man. The Jewish pueblo trading post; the Jewish
sutler; the Jewish storekeeper in almost every settlement;
the Jewish sedentary merchant of the cities who sat at the
peak of the business hierarchy; the Jewish drummer peddling
his way through every village and town and as often as not
to every ranchhold; in total these businessmen had both social and economic influence f~r beyond their numbers.
The goods he possessed or commanded, and the understand,ing and sympathy that came with his cosmopolitanism,
brought easy entrance to every door. His solid education and
his acuteness in its use made it second nature for him to
exert leadership in family and community problems. Solomon Floersheim, while traveling the countryside in the collection of sheep accounts, became widely known as "Doctor"
because of his commonsense application of a minimum of
medical knowledge. 147 All these merchants were scribes for a
population that was more than half illiterate. ,Any serious
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family problem from sickness to divorce or murder to burial
was as likely as not to produce a call to the man who had
helped them somany times in so many ways before. The dominant position that these merchants held for so many years,
and their direct and rather intimate relationships with all
segments of the economy, suggests the probability of their
more than casual influence on the peaceful mingling of Spanish, Indian, and American cultures.
Although trade has long been recognized as a powerful
force in the mingling and enriching of cultures-who in the
history of the world has a more glorious accomplishment in
this regard than the traveling Jew of the ninth century A.D.
and before ?-one aspect of this phenomenon has seldom been
emphasized. This is the compulsion that expanding trade
brings economies to accept the talents of men with a lessening
of emphasis upon social status-or upon racial, religious, or
cultural differences. Economic lead is a strong force in shortening the social lag. A study of the Charles Ilfeld records has
thrown some teasing lights upon this premise.
During the 'nineties in New Mexico, some concern was
being expressed for the influx of Los Arabes, a Middle-Eastern gypsy-like people who had come to the United States
along with the new waves of immigration from central,
southern, and eastern Europe. With pack on back they
trudged from place to place trading, principally in sheep.
They were centered at first in the Puerto de Luna area where
they came in contact with a number of Charles Ilfeld's partidarios. They were alleged to have had tendencies toward
sharp practices. Max Nordhaus, Ilfeld's brother-in-law and
competent general manager, wrote Hugo Goldenberg asking
the names of the Arabs in that area that he might warn them
not to buy any of Ilfeld's mortgaged sheep.148 A month later
Nordhaus was buying sheep from Los Arabes. 149 His relationship with these people became closer and resulted in his renting to one of the families an Ilfeld storeroom on Bridge Street
in Las Vegas. It is interesting to note that when the Ilfeld
brothers of Albuquerque presented an applicant who sought
to rent these storerooms (presumably because he would be
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TABLE III
A Tabulation of Jewish Merchants in New Mexico (1845-1900)
1845-185049
59

Albuquerque
Alcalde
Amizet
Anton Chico

1

1860~ 1870-

69

79

2

11
1

Deming
Domingo
Dona Ana

Galisteo
Gallup
Georgetown
Grants
Guadalupita

33
2

3

1

1
4

2
1

2
1

2
2

3

1

2
5
1

1
1
8

1
1

1
1
1
4
3
4
1
5
2
3
2

4
2
1
5
2
1
2
1
1

5

1
1

1
6
1

1

6
1

1
3
1
1

2

1
2
1
1

1
3
1
1
1

62
1
2
3

1
1
5

1

Earlham
EI Cuervo
Endee
Fairview
Fort Bascom
Fort Sumner
Fort Union
Fort Wingate

49

3

Bado de Juan Pais
Bell Ranch
Bernalillo
CasaBlanca
Catskill
Cebolleta
Cerrillos
Chamita
Chaperito
Cimarron
Clayton
Cleveland
Costilla
Cubero

Total
1880- 1890-Individuals
89
1900 Involved
'

1
1
1
1

1
2

1
2
4
2
1
1
4
2
1
1
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TABLE III (Continued)
A Tabulation of Jewish Merchants in New Mexico (1845-1900)
Total
1845- 1850- 1860-1870- 1880- 1890-Individuals
59
49
69
79
89
1900 1 Involved

Hillsboro

1

Jemez (Hot) Springs

1

La Belle (Taos)
La Cinta
Laguna
La Luz (Otero)
Lamy
Las Colonias
Las Cruces
Las Vegas
Liberty
Lincoln
Los Alamos (San Miguel)
Las Conchas
Los Lunas
Magdalena
Marguerita (San Miguel)
Mesilla
Mimbres
Mora

2

2

1

3

1
10

1
13
26

1

1

2

3
1
2

1
1

1

1

2

2
1
3
1
1
2
22
82
5
4
1
1
8

3

1
3
35
5
1

7

2
1
6

1
2

3
1
3
1
10

2

1

4

6

1
1

1
1
2
4
1
5

1

Ocate
Pecos
Pena Blanca (Bernalillo)
Penasco
Peralta
Pinos Altos
Puerto de Luna

5

1
3
1
1
1
15
47
1
2
1
1
2

1

1
2

3
1

2

1

'.

2

3

Raton
Red River
Rincon (Dona Ana)
Rio Puerco
Rociada
Roswell

3

7
3

Sabinal (Socorro)
San Antonio

1

1
1
8
2
2

1
8

10
3
1
1
1
12
2
2
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TABLE III (Continued)
A Tabulation of Jewish Merchants in New Mexico (1845-1900)

Total
1845- 1850-- 1860-1870- 1880- 1890- Individuals
49
69
79
1900' Involved
89
59

San Ignacio
San Juan
San Marcial
San Miguel
San Pedro
Santa Fe
Santa Rita
Santa Rosa
Sapello
Silver City
Socorro
Springer
Taos
Tecolote
Tularosa

1

1
2

1
2

1
8

16

32

30

5
28
1

3
33
2

1
11

1
1
1

2

25

Number of centers recorded
each decade

2

7

7

2

.12
3
1

1
3
6

3
1
4

3
5
6

65 147 278

213

514

3
3

1
9

3
4

3
1
1

6

Wagonmound
Watrous
White Oaks
Total-87 centers

10
14
3

1
4
2
1
5
85
1
2
1
16
14

16

33

61

53'

1. By observation, the sample obtained for the 'nineties is not as full
decades.

a9

for earlier

a more orderly and socially desirable occupant-an issue that
had been raised by Meyer Friedman with Nordhaus on an
earlier occasion) ,150 Nordhaus replied that the Arabs had
been tenants for years and "we do not think it advisable to
put them out."151 Many of Los Arabes became steady tenants of New Mexico and the progenitors of several of our
prominent, present-day families.
The economic freedom of the frontier that turned into
social freedom for these people as they proved their worth,
may be seen in another and more exceptional case in which
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Charles Ilfeld unhesitatingly played a part. One of this merchant's confidential agents, who was used as a go-between in
cattle and sheep dealings where price and quality were subjects for bargaining, was Montgomery Bell, a Negro who
seems to have begun his New Mexico days as stable manager
for the Santa Fe Railway's Montezuma Hotel at Las Vegas'
Hot Springs. Ilfeld was building a hotel there about the same
time and perhaps it was then that he became acquainted with
Bell. Montgomery Bell acquired his first capital, evidently,
from the goat business at Lamy in association with the Onderdonck family there, and through cattle and sheep ranching at Los Tanos. He became a lender of small and large sums
of money throughout northeastern New Mexico, bought a
two-story home that is still a landmark off the northwest
corner of the Old Town Plaza in Las Vegas, and retired to
the business of being a capitalist. Charles Ilfeld early recognized the ability of Montgomery Bell, who has been described
by A. T. Rogers as "a man of great probity," and showed no
hesitancy in making clear to all who would do business with
the mercantile firm, Ilfeld's confidence in and respect for this
Negro citizen of New Mexico. 152
Charles Ilfeld and Max Nordhaus were the most successful German Jewish merchants in the Territory, but it is not
likely that they were atypical in their promptness to accept
apilities wherever and in whatever bodily case they could be
found. The nature of Ilfeld's business and the nature of the
man caused him to operate on the broadest economic and
social base. His balancing of imports and exports, each involving a wide variety of goods and opportunities, afforded
him the luxury of shifting his efforts easily from less productive to more productive activities. The result was to encourage social and economic associations that were productive
to people in all walks of life. There was nothing unusual in
the variety of able friends that Charles Ilfeld had gained in
this manner. The same could be said of the Spiegelbergs, the
Staabs, the J affas, and the other Ilfeld brothers.
Ilfeld could command the same loyal response from
Stephen Elkins, Senator from West Virginia and former
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delegate from New Mexico to Congress, as he did from his
trusted agent and friend, Montgomery Bell-most probably
an ex-slave. H. L. Waldo, Solicitor for the Santa Fe Railway,
was a close friend and frequent aid in business matters, but
no closer than Alexander Grzelachowski, the ex-priest, fondly
known throughout the Territory as Padre Polaco, who, like
Montgomery Bell, was often used by Ilfeld as an intermediary
in livestock dealings. There was Thomas Catron who seemed
willing enough to help with national and extra-New Mexico
problems. The prestige of Wilson Waddingham, of Bell
Ranch fame, was useful. The Territorial reputation of Pat
Garrett, killer of Billy the Kid, was of frequent aid to Ilfeld
in business matters in southern New Mexico. There was
Richard Dunn, the Yankee from Maine, who, between personal adventures in alcohol and partnerships, would manage
capably the Ilfeld enterprise while Charles went off to New
York City to the auctions and the opera. Wherever Ilfeld
was, thousands of pounds of his freight were entrusted to respected Spanish-speaking majordomos who, with full responsibility, conducted their cargos across lonely land. This was
in contrast to the corporate railroad employees who worked
by the hour and not by measures of self-accountability. These
and many others represented a great variety of non-Jewish
agents and personalities who extended Ilfeld's normal range
of Jewish-merchant and merchant-banking associations. The
interdependence of all who took part in this institutional system was deeply felt by each participant.
To Charles Ilfeld, the differences between these individuals were factually clear enough but, in the deeper view,
one was as valuable as another. Each possessed singular talents. All these men, as long as they produced responsiblyand this was the sine qua non-were free to pursue economic
opportunities unimpeded by social restrictions. Ilfeld was
typical of the German Jewish merchant who held hegemony
over a mercantile system that gave impetus to these forces.
The influence of the Jewish merchant was great, too,
through his enriching of frontier life. In the urban centers
he was likely to be the leader in social affairs. If he was not
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always the beau of the ball, he often was the most entertaining musician. Of one gathering in Santa Fe, Howard W.
Mitchell, in his 1877 journal, described his pleasures that led
him to comment that "the few worthwhile people in Santa Fe
are nearly all Jews" and that the excellent music had been
furnished chiefly by Jews. 153 Dramatic, literary, and reading
clubs were recipients of the active support of the Jewish merchant. The Territorial newspapers are full of his cultural
contributions and participations.
An economic and social leader could not have avoided the
call of community responsibility and, fortunately, the Jew
was willing to expend his energies in this direction too. The
beautifying of the Old Town Plaza of Las Vegas came as a
result of the driving ·force of Frank Kihlberg with the strong
support of the almost solid square of Jewish merchants facing the oval,154 Some of these merchants, including Charles
Ilfeld, led a temporarily successful campaign to unite the old
and new towns. 155 In Santa Fe it was Zoldac Staab who, with
the principal backing of Jewish merchants, raised the funds
to build the new La Fonda Hotel when the railroad came. 156
Albert Grunsfeld gave the momentum to the founding of the
Commercial Club in Albuqu!ilrque. 157 It was Charles Ilfeld,
through his New York State political connections, who
brought the crucial influence to name Las Vegas as the reunion center for the Rough Riders. It was this merchant, too,
who seems to have made the necessary approaches to bring
Governor Theodore Roosevelt to the first gathering in 1899,158
Political positions, elected and appointed, were held in
rather substantial numbers by the German Jewish merchant.
The first Territorial Auditor,159 as well as an early Territorial
Treasurer 160 and a Secretary 161 were the highest rank although a second generation son, Arthur Seligman, became
governor of the state 162 to duplicate similar achievements
elsewhere of Moses Alexander of Idaho 163 and Simon Bamberger of Utah. 164 Many were members of the Legislature
and a goodly number served as County Commissioners.
Henry Jaffa became the first Mayor of Albuquerque 165 and
he was followed within five years by Michael Mandell. 166
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The advent of the German Jew to New Mexico was singularly fortunate. At the time a near-vacuum of commercial
leadership was being threatened. The excitement that had
accompanied the sporadic departures of caravans from Missouri to plod along the storied Santa Fe Trail into the capricious markets of New and Old Mexico, had calmed to the
humdrum of regular deliveries. The merchant-adventurer,
in the order of things, was choosing to settle down in his older
and more comfortable Eastern haunts. If it had not been for
the German Jew who took the place of this traveling merchant, one can speculate that the commercial revolution
would have moved at a slower pace. Furthermore, one can
be certain that the amalgam of commercial trade would not
have possessed the same adhesiveness in its intercultural
attractions.
There would have been, of course, the German Protestant
who most likely would have assumed commercial leadership
though he still would have come later and in much fewer
numbers than his Jewish countryman. Along with him would
have appeared the Canadian- and the United States-born
merchant, as well as the Irishman who seldom was a merchant. With these individuals we can envisage the establishment of similar large mercantile houses in the more
important urban centers. It is not so easy, however, to assume
that under such leadership the villages and minor towns
would have gained the necessary economic strength to serve
as substantial supporting satellites to the dominant urban
centers. Nor is it easy to picture the peddlers and drummers
tramping the semi-arid land or beating the sparsely spotted
brush for the last !anega of business from provincial Spanish
and Indian settlements. Rather, one is inclined to believe
there wouid have been more commercial contentment with
greater tendency to accept than to ferret out the trade.
It is almost certain there would not have been present in
the same degree the appreciation for and adaptability to the
stark landscape with its dusty and, in some eyes, dirty people.
For instance, the typical traveling merchant of earlier days
would have found sympathy with the recorded thoughts of
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Lt. Henry M. Lazelle as written in his diary in 1857 during
the campaign against the Apaches. In rising one morning and
in throwing open the flaps of his tent to look out on southwestern New Mexico, he thought in marvelled cynicism:
"[this] deformed and wretched fetus of creation. This antedeluvial surface, belonging to an era of a thousand 'ages below
the famous old red sandstone deposits, and which seems but a
half finished work from the mighty hand of Jehovah, thrown
aside in utter disgust at its worthlessness." 167 His comments,
too, concerning the people he had seen throughout New
Mexico were no different than many a judgment of other
visitors. The "indolent worthlessness of their population,
and the cursing idleness and superstition of the whole degraded Mexican, or rather, Spanish-Mexico-Indian-Negro
race-Incapable of further advancement and totally unconscious of their present degraded position." 168
The Englishman, George Frederick Ruxton, in New
Mexico in 1846, gave his impressions of the people of Socorro
as "dirty, mean, lazy, beggardly." 169 Typical, also, of travelers' responses was Mitchell's comment on the little settlement of Tecolote which he described as "shockingly impure"
-"almost purely Mexican." 170 One can not read the diaries
and other firsthand impressions of the early Territorial period of New Mexico without knowing these quotations to be
fairly representative of the views of those who came from a
more ordered western civilization; that is, if we except the
more hopeful outlook of the German Jew.
This immigrant merchant, from Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg on, seized upon this land as a place where the breadth
of his services would find demand; where the very meanness
of the economy would offer opportunity for material services;
where the minority and majority groups could be led in sympathy and not exploited in contempt. This new settler envisaged an expanding economy that should bring freedom of
views and a minimum of revulsion to those whose success
would come in spite of obvious distinguishing characteristics.
This man who had grown to manhood in the expanding industrial economy of Germany and who had seen freedom at-
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tach itself to all as the spreading demand for talents took
hold; who had seen this happen in spite of the racial theories
of Friedrich List, or the anti-Semitic railings of Richard
Wagner l71-found New Mexico a peculiar complex of economic ~nd cultural forces that promised far more than the
merely adventurous or the smug could see.
When the world-wide depression of the 'seventies brought
a definite reaction against the Jews in Germany and elsewhere in Europe, the German Jew in New Mexico was assuming strong leadership. In the difficult 'eighties and
depressive 'nineties when an economic collapse again had hit
the western world, the pogroms against the Jew in Russia
violated all conscience. At the same time the German Jew in
New Mexico was carrying an economy (not entirely alone)
upon his back with the credit he extended and with the faith
he displayed in the native population of the countryside.
Yet the leadership he manifested transcended the commercial success of his undertakings. When Erna Fergusson,
acute interpreter of people and things in Territorial New
Mexico, who is also the granddaughter of the pioneer merchant Franz Huning, was asked who there may have been in
Albuquerque who would have been capable of bringing the
people together in amicable settlement of a threatened Catholic-Protestant quarrel over the education of the community's
children, she quickly answered: "Why, of course, it would
have been Louis Ilfeld."172 If this question, involving any
other serious community problem, had been posed in Santa
Fe, the answer would have evoked the name of Abraham
Staab. In Las Vegas, the names of Marcus Brunswick,
Charles Ilfeld and others would have been close to the tip of
the community tongue. In Roswell, Henry Jaffa, formerly of
Albuquerque, would have stepped forwaord. In Las Cruces it
would have been Henry Lesinsky. And thus would the response have been in town after town, and in village after
village, as the German Jew proved his mettle through the
most valued of all human attributes-a social conscience
buttressed with economic effectiveness.
°

NOTES

147. Interview: Milton Floersheim of Roy, N. M., in Albuquerque, Oct. 19, 1953.
148. Charles Ilfeld Company records, op. cit., letter, Feb. 18, 1896.
149. Ibid., Mar. 24, 1896.
150. Ibid., Sept. 25 and Oct. 9, 1897. This involved the desire of Friedman to rent
a house occupied by George Maloof and owned by Teodoro Casaus whose family were
large sheep raisers southeast of Puerto de Luna.
151. Ibid., May 4, 1898.
152. Various letters in the Charles Ilfeld Company records, op. cit.; Letter from
A. T. Rogers, Sept. 22, 1952, Las Vegas; Interview, Karl Wertz, Sept. 4, 1952, Las
Vegas.
153. Mitchell, op. cit.
154. $1,400 was raised by subscription from Old Town merchants to beautify the
Plaza although the project'had general support as indicated by the Committee members:
Frank Kihlberg, President, George J. Dinkel, Secretary, Jefferson Raynolds, Benigno
Romero, Andres Dold, and Charles Ilfeld. Las Vegas Daily Optic, Feb. 22, 1881.
155. "ehas. Ilfeld and many others are pressing for incorporatIon of Las Vegas."
Las Vegas Gazette, June 24, 1882. Successful incorporation took place June 26, 1882,
by a majority vote of 685. Las Vegas Daily Optic, April 19, 1884. Other references in
June 24 and 30, 1882. Section 85, Chap. 38, Article 13 of the Compiled Laws of N. M.,
1884, which evidently was inspired to passage by enemies of incorporation of East and
West Las Vegas into one city, disincorporated Las Vegas. Las Vegas Gazette, Mar. 27,
1884 and Las Vegas Daily Optic, Apr. 11, 17, and 19, 1884.
156. Account book of the Santa Fe Hotel Building Company, 1880-1881, First
National Bank of Santa Fe. Six Jewish merchants subscribed $10,200-Zoldac Staab,
$5,000, Noa Ilfeld $1,000, Julius Gerdes $500, Spiegelberg Bros. $2,000, A. Spiegelberg
$1,000, and Seligman Bros. $700. Total of all subscriptions was $28,700. Charles Ilfeld
arranged for the contractor, John Wooten, and formed a partnership to build the hotel
-Romero, Blanchard, and Ilfeld. Each made a profit of $78.33 upon the closing out of
the joint venture. Charles Ilfeld Company records, op. cit., Ledger G, pp. 579 and 602;
Journal, 1882-1884, p. 311; Letters, May 31, June 22, and Aug. 6, 1881.
157. Illustrated History of New Mexico, p. 475.
158. Charles Ilfeld Company records, op. cit., letter to N. A. Elsberg, 105 East 57th,
.New York City, May 17, 1899.
Dear Nat:
Last Sunday I requested you by wire to use your influence with Governor
Roosevelt to have Rough Riders Reunion held in Las Vegas. Today I am glad
to report to you, that our town has been decided upon and now have another
request to make of you. You can nO doubt realize that our burgh will put in
quit [sic] an expense in preparing and carrying out a program suitable for
the occasion and we are therefore anxious to make sure of the Governors
presence at the scene. We fear that without him the affair would be a fizzle,
and would like to have him declare himself in some way either through you or
still better to the Committee in charge of the Reunion as to the probability of
his appearance. I think your influence and pull with the· Governor is great
enough to secure his declaration & I would appreciate very much if you would
make use of your good graces in the matter in our behalf & c~'me out with the
Governor & stay with us some time.
Chas Ilfeld
Nathaniel A. Elsberg, son of Albert Elsberg, formerly of Santa Fe-a distant
cousin of the I1felds-was New York State Senator from 1899 to 1906, representing the
15th district and was president of the National Republican Club, 1922-1924, and was a
power in Republican party affairs, particularly at the State level. Obituary, New York
Times, June 5,1932, as reported by the New York Public Library.
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169. Eugene Leitsendorfer, Auditor of Civil Government under Kearny. Appointed
Sept. 22, 1846. Twitchell, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 214.
160. Samuel Eldodt, Treasurer of the Territory, 1896, under Governor Wm. Thornton. IUustra-ted History of New Mexico, p. 421; under Gov. Miguel Otero, 1898-1899,
Reports of the Territorial Treasurer.
161. Nathan Jaffa, Secretary of the Territory under Governor Wm. J. Mills (19091911).
162. Died in his second term. Served 1931 through 1933. He was the first native
born Governor of the State of New Mexico not of Spanish or Mexican ancestry. Biographical sketch, New Mexico Historica-Z Rcview, Vol. 8, No.4, Oct. 1933, PP. 306-316.
163. 1916-1918.
164. 1917-1921.
166. Albuquerque City Directory, 1896, p. 73.
166. Ibid.
167. "Puritan and Apache; A Diary," New Mexico Historica-Z Review, Vol. 23, No.
4, Oct. 1948, p. 296.
168. Ibid., p. 280.
169. These adjectives are those of Paul Horgan and represent a succinct and accurate paraphrase of Ruxton's two-page description of his December 15. 1846, impressions
of Socorro (The Grea-t River, Vol. II, Rhinehart & Co., Inc., 1964, p. 744. Also see Leroy
R. Hafen, Editor; Ruxton of the Rockies, University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1960,
pp.174-176).
170. Mitchell, op. cit.
171. Lowenthal, op. cit., pp. 264 and 302.
172. As she stated in a speech before the Albuquerque Kiwanis Club, Jan. 28, 1969.

January 14th, 1960
Dear Dean Parish:

*

*

*

It is suggested in your article that he [Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg]
came to New Mexico with Col. Doniphan's regiment with which he went
on to Chihuahua; that he subsequently returned to Sante Fe [sic] with
the regiment and received an appointment as sutler and "established his
general merchandising firm. The date is generally thought to have been
1848 * * *." The date is what interests me. My knowledge on the subject
is, of course, solely based on what my father told me of his father. My
father was ordinarily a most accurate man and what he told me was
that his father had arrived in Baltimore in 1838 apprenticed to a relative whose name I no longer remember and with whom my grandfather
got along not at all, since in the very year in which he arrived, he set
out by himself peddling his way westward. At this time, according to
my information, my lfrandfather was fourteen years of age, having been
born' in Hanover, Germany in 1824. From 1838 to 1841, grandfather
peddled his way west and in the latter year, arrived in Sante Fe where
he settled down.
This is, of course, seven years earlier than the date mentioned by
you on page 315 and while it is only based on family history, it is my
guess that the earlier date is likely to be more accurate than the later
for a number of reasons which I think may be of interest to you.

;'"
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First, I happen to have my grandfather's citizenship papers. They
were dated March 27, 1852. They state that my grandfather had made
the necessary declarations two years before; had resided in the U. S. for
five years and in the territory at least one year. General Kearny declared New Mexico to be under U. S. Military Government on August 15,
1846, though it was not until September' 9;,1850 that Congress declared
New Mexico to be a territory of the U. S. If Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg
made his declaration of citizenship two years before, it must have been
no later than March 27, 1850 which, was while New Mexico was still
under military government, from which I gather that the territory was
regarded as U. S. property and that when the citizenship papers say
that my grandfather "resided in the U. S. five years," it is referring to
his residence in New Mexico from at least March of 1847.
Standing by itself, this perhaps would not throw much light upon
the subject, but it is also the fact that the family tradition was that
my grandfather was one of the first non-Spanish white men to settle
in New Mexico at the time that it was Mexican, which would go back
before August, 1846.
Finally, it is hard to believe that Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg
achieved the success he did if he opened his first store in 1848 rather
than some time around 1841. I say this because he married in 1856 at the
age of thirty-two, at which time he was already a most successful business man. I say this with confidence because I have portraits of my
grandfather and grandmother painted shortly after their marriage, and
they were done by one of the best known portrait painters of his day in
Germany.
It is also a fact that after his marriage in 1856, except for occasional
trips, my grandfather established his home in New York where all of
his children were born between 1857 and 1868-9.
I recognize that he brought his brothers to this country (the last
and youngest of whom, Willi Spiegelberg, who is mentioned on page
315 and elsewhere, got to Sante Fe in about 1872), but nonetheless, it
seems amazing to me that within a space of eight years, he should have
been as successful as the record apparently indicates he was, and it is
my belief, based as I say only on what I have been told, that his permanent domicile.in New Mexico was from 1841 to 1856 rather than from
1848.
The second matter which came as a great surprise to me was your
sentence on page 315, which I quote:
"The Spiegelberg brothers, Bernard, Elias, Willie, Emanuel,
Levi and Lehman (in addition to Solomon J. Spiegelberg), together with their nephew, Abraham, a New Yorker by birth,
one by one dropped into town to add to the manpower of the
firm."
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I would really 15e delighted to learn the source material for the quoted
sentence for two reasons. As far as I know, and I don't say that my information is necessarily conclusive, Solomon J. had only four brothers,
all of them known to me, named Emanuel, Levi, Lehman and Willi, and
all of whom at one time or another got to Sante Fe. Where did you find
Bernard and Elias? I don't for a moment say that they may not have
existed, but I can honestly say that if there were such Spiegelbergs,
they were greatuncles of mine and in the last sixty-two years that I
have been about, I have never heard of their existence.
Equally puzzling to me is your reference to Abraham, a nephew
born in New York. I have heard about him but only when I got to
Sante Fe in 1955 when I learned that he had died only a few years before, having been quite well known in that city. I would be delighted
to learn if you know who his father was because I don't know, even
though I should, never having heard of him until five years ago.
I mention these things only because I have always wanted to know
more about my grandfather's activities in New Mexico and you have
done a great deal to fill that gap. In addition, I cannot close this letter
without saying that I have never read any article, the approach of
which is more friendly to the efforts of the Jews in early New Mexico
and it is obvious that you have a warm and friendly feeling for these
worthy people in addition to a scientific approach.
. I trust that you will accept this letter in the wholly friendly spirit
in which it is written-and if possible, though a little late, answer my
questions which were triggered by your fascinating article.
Yours sincerely,
George A. Spiegelberg
GAS:lek
Feb. 7,1960
Dear Mr. Spiegelberg:

*

*

*

First off, I am delighted that you took the time to write so fully
on information you possessed that would not have been available to me.
The unfortunate part of my research on the early German Jew in New
Mexico is the extent to which I have been forced to rely on secondary
sources. Many errors may well show themselves in time. This is the
reason I am pleased that my good friend, Frank Reeve, editor of the
HISTORICAL REVIEW wanted to reprint my article with footnotes. The
extent of secondary sources will be apparent and specific facts may not
be taken as the final word. The tone of the work, however, grew out of
many thousands of letters I was privileged to read in the Charles Ilfeld
Company records which served to check many of the references on German Jews I found elsewhere. These records, however, did not begin until
1865.
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I found the name of your grandfather written both as Jacob Solomon and Solomon Jacob. Because he was always known as Jacob, and
because my information on him was sketchy anyway I did not try to
run down details. It was thoughtless, indeed, that I did not write to you.
r am most grateful that you have corrected this error and I shall see if
the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW will print much of your letter as
an appendix to the remainder of my article in its next issue.
Your reasoning on your grandfather's tenure in New Mexico corroborates some of my own. I was unable to find proof that he established
himself prior to 1848 or that he had been in New Mexico before Col.
Doniphan's regiment arrived. I have a suspicion he had traded on the
Santa Fe Trail before this at least to the extent to have been familiar
with this part of the country. Yet I do not know. His name never appears in any of the caravans that have been pored over so often.
Most of the successfu~ German Jews in New Mexico gained economic independence soon after arrival. Although I, too, believe your
grandfather had opened his store before 1848-1 doubt seriously more
than a year or two before-he could well have accomplished all you
credit him with by 1856. The Staabs, Seligmans, Beuthners, Gusdorfs
and Ilfelds also rose rapidly. Charles Ilfeld came almost penniless in
1865 and by 1874 had bought out his partner, Adolph Letcher, and had
returned to Germany to visit his future wife whom he married in this
country. It may have been somewhat more difficult for your grandfather
to gain a foothold in the 'forties and early 'fifties but he also had some
advantages in having less competition.
. . . I can not say with finality that you have put your finger on
another error but I am almost willing to say this is so. My notes do not
shed light on a Bernard Spiegelberg. I have one other source to check
but I strongly suspect that this name crept in and stayed there only
because I was too familiar with that first name and so many other
German Jewish 'families in New Mexico had it. There was Bernard
Seligman and Bernard Ilfeld in particular. I am very embarrassed but
most grateful to you.
Elias Spiegelberg was accidentally killed in Santa Fe on January
16,1879 according to Will Keleher in his book "Violence in New Mexico."
Abraham Spiegelberg has, on occasion, been referred to as another
brother but apparently this is not true. In Vol. 39 of EL PALACIO, a
correction to the article in Vol. 38, cited has this to say: "father of Abe
was cousin of five brothers" Spiegelberg. The earlier article had said:
"Solomon Spiegelberg and his son 'Abe' arrived Santa Fe 1840's and
established merchandising business." I am wr"iting these from sketchy
notes and perhaps the quotes are not verbatim.

*

,

*

*

If you have no objection r would like to ask the HISTORICAL REVIEW
to read your letter and print all or parts as that magazine wishes. r
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regret deeply that I did not think to write to you when I was so pressed
for bits of information on the early history of these pioneer families.
Very sincerely yours,
Wm. J. Parish
February 16th, 1960
Dear Dean Parish:
Thank you for your letter of February 7th in answer to mine of
January 14th. Near the end of your letter, you asked permission to
print all or a part of my letter to you of January 14th and you, of course,
have that permission.
You say in your letter that you suspect that my grandfather had
traded on the Santa Fe trail before establishing his store in Santa Fe
and though I did not mention the fact in my prior letter, it is part of
our family history that he did operate a caravan route between Santa Fe
and Albuquerque, though so far as my information goes, there is no
indication whether he did this before, with, or after the establishment
of his store in Santa Fe.
I believe that t sent you some time shortly after I met you in Santa
Fe, an enlarged copy of the advertisement of his store in the form of a
hand bill dated July 4th, 1851.
The statement in your letter of February 7th that an Elias Spiegelberg was killed in Santa Fe on January 16, 1879 I also find interesting.
I would most seriously doubt if he could have been one of the original
brothers since it is most unlikely that had he been, that I would never
have heard of his death since it surely would not have been a matter
likely to have been overlooked by the survivors in the family and I feel
quite sure would have been reported to me by one of them since it is
supposed to have occurred only eighteen years before I was born and at
a time when my grandfather and his four brothers were all alive.
With personal regards,
Yours Sincerely,
George A. Spiegelberg
GAS:lek
March 2, 1960
Prof. Frank D. Reeve, Editor

*

*

*

Dear Sir:
Volume 35, No.1 of the REVIEW contains an article on "The German
Jew" in which I question the following statements:
Page 14, last paragraph, lists "the Lohmanns," identified in footnote 101 as Martin and Oscar of Las Cruces, among the Jews of New
Mexico. I am quite certain that this statement is in error. My family
never referred to the Lohmans as Jews and Mrs. Fred Lohman, still
living here at 96 years of age, concurs. So far as I know, their name was
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always spelled with one "n" and Lohman Avenue in Las Cruces is so
spelled.
In the preceding paragraph on page 14, the writer omits mention
of the first of my family to come to New Mexico: Julius Freudenthal,
who settled fi.rst in Belen for reasons unknown to me, about 1840. I
understand that there was a deed on record in Belen. Pierce Rodey informed me of the existence of such a deed, but a search I made at Los
Lunas revealed that the earliest deed book (prior to No.1) had been misplaced or lost.
The implication that Henry Lesinsky was the first of my family to
come to Las Cruces is correct. The date of his arrival is about 1854.
My father, Phoebus Freudenthal, came here as a boy of 13 in 1869. But
I believe the article is incorrect in stating that Isador E. Solomon * went
from Las Cruces to found SolomonviIle. Actually, he went from Las
Cruces to Clifton to work for his relatives who had started copper mining in Arizona. Later, he was sent out to locate a supply of mesquite
from which to make coke for the company's smelting operations. He
located the needed mesquite at Pueblo Viejo on the Gila River, and it is
this community that is now called Solomonville.
Your article makes no mention of Adolph Jacoby, brother-in-law of
my father, who first founded a business in Paraje, now called Colorado,
Dona Ana County, N. Mex. Adolph Jacoby later bought my father's
store in Las Cruces when my father finally left New Mexico in 1890
to _go to Solomonville where he founded the Solomon Commercial
Company.
Very truly yours,
L. E. Freudenthal
* Ref: History of the Clifton-Morency Mining District by James Colquhoun (privately printed).
March 8, 1960
Dear Mr. Freudenthal:
, Your letter to Professor Reeve is very much appreciated. I am
particularly embarrassed by my failure to catch the misspelling of
Lohman when I read the proof. This is one of those errors that are
inexcusable. My own notes show one "n."
Regarding the reference to Jewish extraction. I regret that I did
not know how easily this might have been checked. This was the only
name used for which I held any doubt but this was dispelled by the fact
that there are Jewish families named "Lohman" and that the prominent
Jewish family names "Frohman" and "Lehman" are similar. Also the
Lohmans referred to had followed so closely the pattern of the early
Jewish settlers in St. Louis and Las Cruces-even to the meat market
-that I did not check as I should have done. Please extend my explanation to Mrs. Fred Lohman and express my apology for this mistake.
I had not noted the name Julius Freudenthal-American Jewish
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Archives (Jan. 1954, p. 63) records a father of Sam Freudenthal without mentioning his name. The elder Freudenthal left Germany in 1848
and Sam, who was born in Sag Harbor R2, came to New Mexico in 1878.
Was Julius an uncle or relative of Sam?
"Isador Solomon (who) went on from Las Cruces to found Sol6monville, Arizona" was not meant to indicate this was the name of the
original town although such an interpretation might be made from the
wording. Again the American Jewish Archives (Jan. 1954, p. 63) describes the earlier town of Pueblo Viejo taken from a biography of
Isadore Elkan Solomon by his grandson A. I. Ramenofsky (1949).
Your reference to Adolph Jacoby is good to know. I had no reference to him.
Such a study as I have made runs the risk of many oversights and
mistakes of fact. Except for the Ilfeld records, secondary sources must
be relied upon. It is, therefore, most gratifying to have informed persons
send in addenda and corrections. Thank you very much.
Sincerely
Wm. J. Parish
Dean
WJP/ic
2718 Morrow Rd., NE.,
Albuquerque, New Mexico
January 29, 1958
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, Director
American Jewish Archives
3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati 20, Ohio
Dear Mr. Marcus:
I met with Rabbi Shor of Temple Albert, here in Albuquerque and
Abraham Shinedling relative to sending some old papers to your organization for review. In the course of conversation your October 1956 issue
of the American Jewish Archives (Vol. VIII, No.2) was shown to me.'
Page 82 and 83 reference is made to two of my Uncles, Nathan Bibo
and Solomon Bibo. Sorry to advise you that information therein on
Page 83 is incorrect. Solomon Bibo was a brother of Nathan Bibo, not
his son.
Rabbi Fireman (spelling?) of EI Paso was working recently on
the Bibo family's early history here in New Mexico, and I sent him some
information. Among other matters I asked that he not publish his final
report without giving me a chance to check some of the information' he
had received from the National Archives in Washington. I have been in
the Archives in Washington doing work for the Acoma Tribe of Indians
and saw the file there and examined same carefully, which relates to the
Investigation on the Grazing Lease my Uncle had with the Acoma
Indians. I have the original copy of that lease and know quite a bit
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about the facts relating to complaints against my uncle, so. unless all
issues are properly explained, the entire matter would reflect against
my family. I would like to review information sent you
'
very truly,
Arthur Bibo
Mr. Louis Rittenberg,
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia,
920 Riverside Drive
New York, New York.
Dear Mr. Rittenberg:
I trust I have your name spelled correctly as it was given to me in
not too legible writing.
Your Encyclopedia UJE Vol. 8 was shown to me the other day at
Temple Albert, by Rabbi David Shor, and on page 179 column 2 is some
information about my family, Bibo Family. I found numerous errors
and thot I would call your attention to same. Simon Bibo was married to a Spanish woman from San Mateo, New Mexico by the name of
Ramona Candelaria. Solomon Bibo was married to a member of the
Acoma Tribe of Indians, her name was Juana Valle. Solomon became
Governor of this Acoma Tribe in 1885 and 1886. This will correct the
error you have in the book. Should you care for additional information
on these early settlers, there were seven brothers and three sisters who
came here from Germany starting in 1869-1 will be glad to give same
to you.
very truly,
Arthur Bibo
ERRATA

Vol. 35, Jan. 1960, No.1
p. 10 "Jacob Solomon Spiegelberg" should read "Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg." Letter, George A. Spiegelberg, New York City, Jan. 14,
1960.
p. 11 There was no known brother named Bernard Spiegelberg. Mrs.
Willi Spiegelberg furnished the information that two brothers and
three sisters remained in Germany. Hester Jones, op. cit., Note 45.
p. 14 "Lohmanns" should read "Lohman."
p. 23 The marriages of Solomon and Simon Bibo, as reported in the
Jewish Encyclopedia and repeated here, should have been reversed.
. "Simon Bibo was married to a Spanish woman from San Mateo,
New Mexico by the name of Ramona Candelaria. Solomon Bibo
was married to a member of the Acoma tribe of Indians, her name
was Juana Valle. Solomon became Governor of this Acoma tribe
in 1885 and 1886." Letter from Arthur Bibo to Mr. Louis Rittenberg, Jan. 29, 1958. Interview, Arthur Bibo, Albuquerque, Feb. 23,
1960.

